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S<:naOO1' D;"''''I;: Fl:imrein
525 Market Street, Sui~ 3670
SolU FntTldsco, CA 94'105

Dear ~em.tor Feinstein,

I am 'writing you t.hIS letter in order to keep you apprised of my communications with the State of California
Regional Water Quality Control Board. T\V0 weeks ~o. I £'\Xed you a copy of said communjrntion~ (wbi,.h T
am enclosin&\. I did this because of your continued commitment to the ptotecrion of the environment and.
hopefully, to enlist your help to rectify a dan~eroug public health issue.

I am aho enclosing a copy of a letter from Water Quality Control c:nnflrmlng there were 00 repC'ctB of
sanitary S~\'er spills from the Orr of Fort Bt'3gg to the Regional Board concerning inciden~ that occurred
on July 23, 1998; AU)?;\1st 3. 2000; and August 11. 20M,

At this time the City of Port Bragg's sewae~ tTp.~tment f2cility i, under:l C£3Ee and Je:li:lt order issucd by the
Water Quality Control Board because of failure to comply \vith current standards. There is a growing public
<lWateness of the fact that the lTf'~tmf'nt folcility has not be£o upgrad~d :linee 1976 ~~) ~pite of .~ growiu~

population and booming hotel/motel construction. The city. rather than to comply to the standards, is
rtquesting that St1lnrlllrn~ hI(' tE'\vntten and the bill:' be lO'Wc~d.

M)· concern j~ rh\lt this sh.ort £ided ttttitudc that, hM put my liCe, pWpl:::tly, 41w.I hr;alth in danger has also

endangered the health and welfare of tl'le tributlr'ies flowing through Otis Johmon Park and the waten of
plJ(lrling C.t:'~p.k I belie.v~ the(.e problem5 to be 5e,iol.<~ 1:011UUb'b tu W4Hant your attention and help in seeing
these issues be addressed in a thorough and prompt manner.

ReSpeCtfUj!lY,
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April 13, 2001

~nator Lhanne i'emsteln
52S Mt\rk~t Street, SuitE 3670
San Francisco, CA 94105

Deal:' Senator Feinstein,

1am writing you this letter in order to keep you apprised of my communications with the :State of Caljforn~

Regional ~ter Quality Control B"ard. Two weeks ago, I faxed you a copy of said communications (which I
am enclosing). I did this becQuse of your continued commitment t() the protection of the environment and,
hopefully, to enlist your help to rectify a dangerous public health issue.

I am also endosin~ a copy of a letter from ~ter Quality Control confirming there were no reports of
sanitary sewer spills from the City of Fort Bragg to the Regional Board concerning incidents that occurted
on July 23. 1998; Aug-JSt 3. 2000; and August 11. 2000.

At this time the City of Fort Bragg'ss~e treatment facility is under a cease and desist order issued by the
~ter Quality ControJ Board because or Failure t() comply with current standards. There is a growing public
awareneRfl of the f~r:t that thp. ttl'!:ltTnp.nt f~r:mty h:l~ not hP,I'.n Ilpgrn.cied ~ince 1976 in spite of a growini
population and booming hotel/motel construcbon. The city, rather than to comply to the standards, is
rf:Cllll'.~tin8 th-..r ~t:lln(hm~ h~ r.1O'\Vr.\ttP'fl -and the bllt bE' 1:n.ver.ed.

My concern i9 that this short sided attitude that has put my life, property, and health .in r.!lln3"'l" h:l~ ~!l:n

endangered the health and welfare of the tributaries flowing through Otis Johoson Park and the waters of
Pudding CreEk. I believe theee problema to be $erioull enough to Wl;l1T3nt your a.ttention and help in Geeing

these issues be addressed in a thorough and prompt manner.

Rup",UuUy,AP
Joho M.£.- f11,~
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Fort 8nlgg, CA
9&437

March 30, 2001

John Short
5550 Slo.ylane Blvd.. Suite A
Santa Ross, CA
95403-1004

Attention: Charles Reed

Dear Sir:

On JUly 23, 1998 ono of my homos w,,~ inundatod by rDW sewago tMt originated from an impendGnt
bend in a sewer main belonging to the City of Fort Bragg, Inc. This sewage backup flowed,
unohccl~od for more then three hours despite my prompt report to the City of Fort Bragg. Tho cew3ge
not only ran into my residence but flooded out of a manhOle cover on Cedar Street, into the storm
drain end. from there, into a tributary of Pudding Creek. This tributary run3 through Otis Johneon
P~.

Four rooms 01 my home were damaged and J sLlffered the loss of many personal items as did my
fionc6, Lori Gibson. Wo wero unable to move back in to the home for four months.

Through independent invostigotion aftor this incidont I found out thot ot looot two of my neighbore had
similar problems, the most severe having taken place in 1995 at 1025 Cedar Street. Again, a spill in
duroflOl"l of 0 ..0' threo hours flooded a residence, ren into the storm drain Qnd fouled Cedar Crool~, ;)
tributary of Pudding Creek. The source of the problem was the sarna impendent bend located behind
my proporty. This W(lS not the first time my neighbors had 8xperiencod problcmG bcoouce of the
faulty impendent bend but it was the most severe. The city's response was to install a back check
volvo ¢ff tho rooin £It that location rether than to remedy the true $ouroe of the problem.

In hind sight the city'£: Innbility or unwillingness te fix tho problem put my family, my:>~If, my nc:ighbors
and the water thoroughfares in danger.

I asked the city to install a back check off the main to keep the problem from reoccurring. My request
was denied by the city's insurance Qdju~tor, on £l9l;1nt of AIMS, Don Dourghon, On AuguOt 3, 2000
the sewer backed up once again, breaking a sewer pipe under my home, flooding raw sewage up
into my bathtub and, ()nt;Q ngnin, Out tho mGnholo cover Into the storm drain fOUling Pudding Creek.
Once again the source was the impendent bend behind my property,

During the course of my independent Investigations since these incidents I have made numerous
requests for information: molntononcc roports, city sewer elevations, Nute engineering reports, and
reports of previous sewer spills. None of these requests have been honored.

It was only after visits to neighbors, Public Health, phone conversations With the State Water Quality
Control Board and Terry Oda of the Region 9, San FrQnoisoo, EPA \hot I discovorod that noither of
the spills of July 23. 1998 or August 3, 2000 were reported through proper channels. The incidant
OoCCurring at 1025 Ced3r, on D(Jcombor 24, 1006 had been reported to the regional board, however I
was irtonn&d that no action WciS taken as a result or the report. This leadS me to believe that the
fouling of Cedar Creek went unrncntlonod.

This attitude of non-eooperation and 3mbiv3loncc tOward3 my plight, the health of the public end thet
of the environment has prompted me to inform the Regional Board of these NPDES violatIons.
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Fecal Coliforms by SM9221
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Total Coliforma by 919221
Total Collfol'lIIs SM922 1 ACI2<lOJ 03/2~/OI > 1600 MJ'N/l00 011 ~.Q "'1600

Karen A. Daly For Lisa E. Jansen
Project Manager
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